


Changes in Construction Materials and Bid Prices, 2003-2010

From the end of 2003 until mid-2008, the construction industry was jolted by a succession of steep price increases affecting a variety of 
materials. Recent changes have been milder, but the industry has been squeezed by falling bid prices. The attached tables document these 
changes, using producer price indexes (PPIs) from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) for specific construction inputs, finished building types 
and subcontractor categories. More familiar inflation measures--changes in the consumer price index for all urban consumers (CPI-U) and the 
PPI for finished goods--are presented to allow comparison with construction PPIs.

Background on PPIs

Each row shows the BLS series identifier and name for a PPI (or CPI), and two groups of percentage changes. The first group shows the 12-
month percentage change for the years ending December 2003-09. The second group shows preliminary price change.96 53.88 5712-4( )11(t)6(h)-6(e)4( 3)-29;003
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